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A Faerie Romance for Men and Women

Rarely has an author explored so searchingly as MacDonald the soul of a faithful 
squire and a rejected lover—for this is what Anodos is, when all is said and done. 
None of the most famous beta males in literature—certainly not Vergil’s “faithful 
Achates,” not Cervantes’ unforgettable Sancho Panza, not even Homer’s Eumaios 
(“Oh! my swineherd!”)—is portrayed with the richness, depth, and multi-
dimensionality of MacDonald’s visitor to Fairy Land. Just possibly Spenser’s Timias 
(Prince Arthur’s squire, whose tale is told in books 3 and 4 of The Faerie Queene) 
could be MacDonald’s model. Like Timias, Anodos accepts his supportive role with 
equanimity and even learns the value of unrequited love, and yet, also like Timias, he 
possesses courage, skill, and resolve. He also combats dark forces within himself, an 
effort that ultimately endows him with insight, surpassing his master’s, into the 
darkness that masks as holiness—to oppose which he gladly sacrifices his life. 
Before that moment he has learned the bittersweet joy of sacrifice when his heart's 
desire, whom his longing and effort have freed from durance vile, prefers the love of a 
greater man, but it is only death that can teach him the joy and the power of loving 
without need, of giving without thought of reciprocation.

And only that death which is self-abnegation can carry him across the threshold into 
manhood, which the future’s inevitable adversity and defeats can never tarnish. 
(Summary by Thomas A. Copeland) 
Read by thomas A. Copeland.  Total running time: 7:37:06
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